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Practice EXAM IN U.S. HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT 

 

Date  

Student Name  

School Name  

 

The possession or use of any communications device is strictly prohibited when taking this 
examination. If you have or use any communications device, no matter how briefly, your 
examination will be invalidated and no score will be calculated for you. 

 
Print your name and the name of your school on the lines above. A separate answer 

sheet has been provided to you. Follow the instructions from the proctor for completing the 
student information on your answer sheet. Then fill in the heading of each page of your essay 
booklet. 

This examination has three parts. You are to answer all questions in all parts. Use black 
or dark-blue ink to write your answers to Parts II and III. 

Part I contains 28 multiple-choice questions. Record your answers to these questions as 
directed on the answer sheet. 

Part II contains two sets of short answer questions. Each short answer question set is 
made up of 2 documents accompanied by a writing prompt. When you reach this part of the 
test, enter the name of your school on the first page of this section. Write your answer to these 
questions in the essay booklet. 

Part III contains one essay question based on six documents. Write your answer to this 
question in the essay booklet.  

When you have completed the examination, you must sign the declaration printed at 
the end of the answer sheet, indicating that you had no unlawful knowledge of the questions or 
answers prior to the examination and that you have neither given nor received assistance in 
answering any of the questions during the examination. Your answer sheet cannot be accepted 
if you fail to sign this declaration. 
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Part I 
 

Answer all questions in this part. 
 
 Directions (1-28): For each statement or question, record on your separate answer sheet the number of 
the word or expression that, of those given, best completes the statement or answers the question. 
 

 

Base your answers to questions 1 and 2 on the passage below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 

 

….Not long before the English came into the Country, happened a great mortality amongst [Native Americans], 

especially where the English afterwards planted, the East and Northern parts were sore smitten with the 

Contagion; first by the plague, afterwards when the English came by the small pox, the three Kingdoms or 

Sagamorships of the Massachusetts were very populous, having under them seven Dukedoms or petti-

Sagamorships, but by the plague were brought from 30,000 to 300. There are not many now to the Eastward, 

the Pequots were destroyed by the English: the Mohawks are about five hundred….  

Source: John Josselyn, An Account of Two Voyages to New-England, Made during the Years 1638, 1663  

 

1. The events described in this account could be considered a turning point in history because 

(1) The author of this account went on to become a powerful English Lord.  

(2) Native American societies grew strong again after contracting European diseases, resulting in an 

increase in Native populations at this time. 

(3) Native Americans in the British colonies experienced a drastic decline in population due to disease 

and war brought by Europeans. 

(4) New England colonists repaired relationships with Native Americans soon after the incidents 

described. 

 

2. Based on the information provided in this account, which claim is most plausible?  
(1) Native American peoples were welcoming to European colonists who settled in North America. 
(2) Native American populations were susceptible to diseases to which they had no previous 

exposure. 
(3) European colonists poisoned Native peoples intentionally, decimating their population. 
(4) Native American civilization was far inferior to European civilization 
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Base your answers to questions 3  and 4 on the passage below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 
 

. . . I long to hear that you have declared an independency -- and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I 
suppose it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous 
and favourable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. 
Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Ladies we 
are determined to foment a Rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no 
voice, or Representation. 

Source: Abigail Adams, Letter to John Adams, March 31, 1776  
 

 
3. Which document most directly addressed the concerns expressed by Abigail Adams in this passage? 

(1) Federalist Papers 
(2) Monroe Doctrine 
(3) Declaration of Sentiments 
(4) Emancipation Proclamation 

 
 
 

4. Based on the letter, what problem is being discussed? 
(1) Inequality between men and women 
(2) British tyranny 
(3) Slavery 
(4) The Intolerable Acts 
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Base your answers to questions 5  and 6 on the passage below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 
 

The people who are the insurgents (rebels)... see the weakness of government. They feel at once their own 
poverty, compared with the opulent (rich), and their own force, and they are determined to make up the latter 
in order to remedy the former … 
  
This dreadful situation, for which our government have made no adequate provision (arrangements), has 
alarmed every man of principle and property in New England … What is to give us security against the violence 
of lawless men? Our government must be braced (strengthened), changed, or altered to secure our lives and 
property. 

Source: Henry Knox, Oct. 23, 1786, Letter to George Washington 
 

5. Based on the letter, what problem is being described? 

(1) Loyalists’ plotting to reunite Britain with its former colonies 

(2) weakness of the federal government under the Articles of Confederation 

(3) states trying to secede from the country 

(4) rampant poverty in the 18th century United States 

 

 

6. Which of these actions was the most direct result of the situation described in the document? 
(1) The government created welfare programs 
(2) The government forgave people’s debts. 
(3) The government created a national bank 
(4) Delegates created a new Constitution. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Base your answers to questions 7 and 8 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.  
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Effect of Policies Toward Native American Indians, 1830–1850  

 

Source: Irving F. Ahlquist et al., United States History, Addison-Wesley, 1984 (adapted) 
 

7. Native Americans were moved to Indian Territories depicted in the map partially because 
(1) of Westward expansion into the Ohio River Valley by American settlers  
(2) A drought in the southeast United States caused migration by Native Americans  
(3) President Andrew Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act in 1830  
(4) In Worcester v. Georgia the Supreme Court sided with President Jackson 

 
8. Based on this map, what was one effect of the Indian Removal Act of 1830?  

(1) Native Americans were forced from their tribal lands to Indian territories in the west  
(2) All of the Seneca population was wiped out by a migration known as the Trail of Tears  
(3) Native American tribes had to share tribal lands with American settlers  
(4) Native American tribes spread out to settle in many more states than prior to the Indian Removal Act  
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Base your answers to questions 9 and 10 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.  

Railroads in 1840 and 1860 

 

Source: Kownslar and Frizzle, Discovering American History, Holt, Rinehart and Winston (adapted) 
 

9. The information provided by the map best supports the conclusion that  
(1) The South’s transportation system was more efficient  
(2) Most railroads were owned and operated by the United States government  
(3) The transcontinental railroad linked the West and the South  
(4) The North had transportation advantages by the start of the Civil War  

 
10. Which of the following was most likely a cause of the events illustrated in the map above?  

(1) Manufacturing and population centers in the 1800’s were located mostly in the North  
(2) The manufacturing centers in the 1800’s were spread out around the country  
(3) Manifest destiny caused a lot of Americans to move to the Northern states in the 1800’s  
(4) Most of the American population was concentrated in the Southern United States in the 1800’s  
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Base your answers to questions 11 and 12 on the image below and on your knowledge of social studies.  

 

 

Source: Library of Congress (adapted) 
 

11. What happened as a result of offers like the one shown on this 1872 poster?  
(1) More Native American Indians on the Great Plains were forced onto reservations.  
(2) The government began to restrict the number of acres that people could buy.  
(3) The Great Plains states became the new center for manufacturing.  
(4) Missouri and Nebraska became new territories. 

 
12. The federal government supported the land offer made in this advertisement by  

(1) encouraging exploration for gold and silver  
(2) creating a sharecropping system after the Civil War  
(3) protecting the hunting grounds of Native American Indians  
(4) giving public land to railroad companies to help finance railroad construction 
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Base your answers to questions 13 and 14 on the poem below as well as your knowledge of social studies.  

 

The New Colossus  

by Emma Lazarus 

 

Note: This poem was carved on the base of the Statue of Liberty National Monument in NY Harbor in 1903 

 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame  

 Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 

 Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

 Glows world-wide welcome.... 

 “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she 

 With silent lips. 

 “Give me your tired, your poor, 

 Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

 The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

 Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed, to me. 

 I lift my lamp beside the golden door.    

 
Source: Emma Lazarus, "The New Colossus," (1883).   

 
 

13. According to this poem, what factors pushed immigrants to come to the United States?  

(1) a desire to live with their family members who were already settled there 

(2) a desire to see the natural beauty of the United States 

(3) a need to escape poverty, oppression and war in their countries of origin 

(4) to make their fortunes as businessmen in the U.S.’s booming economy 

 

 

14. Emma Lazarus’s poem was most likely carved onto the base of New York’s Harbor’s Statue of Liberty 

because 

(1) The U.S. wanted all to know that the U.S. is unwilling to accept immigrants and refugees in its 

national border. 

(2) The U.S. wanted to send a message of welcome to migrants fleeing poverty, war and oppression.  

(3) The New York Harbor needed a lighthouse to protect its shoreline from intruders. 

(4) Every American citizen supported open immigration policies to the United States. 
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Base your answers to questions 15 and 16 on the political cartoon below as well as your knowledge of social 

studies.  

 

 
 

 

15. Which statement most accurately describes the main argument made in this 1919 cartoon? 

(1) Labor and management have the same economic goals. 

(2) The federal government should take ownership of major industries. 

(3) Organized workers are more productive than nonunion workers. 

(4) Disputes between labor and the leaders of business are hurting the economy. 

 

 

16. What could a historian best use this cartoon as evidence of? 
(1) The laziness of American workers  
(2) The futility of labor and capital cooperation 
(3) A desire among some Americans for an end to conflict between labor and capital 
(4) A hatred of cooperation between labor and capital by most Americans. 
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Base your answers to questions 17 and 18 on the document and map below and your knowledge of social studies.  
 

. . . The [Spanish-American] war was a turning point in the history of American foreign policy. From that time on 
Americans could no longer look merely inward. The United States had established undisputed dominance of the 
Caribbean and had extended its infl uence to the shores of Asia. It had become a recognized world power 
through its own inherent strength, and that strength affected the international politics of all the great powers 
of the world. Even if it wanted to, the United States in the new century could no longer remain aloof from the 
politics of the rest of the world 

Source: Alexander DeConde, A History of American Foreign Policy, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1963 
 

 
17. Which claim is best supported by the evidence provided in the map?  

(1) Prior to the Spanish-American War, the United States was exerting influence over the Caribbean  
(2) From the Spanish-American War onwards, the United States began to intervene militarily in the 

Caribbean  
(3) The United States colonized all the Caribbean nations in the early 1900’s, making them all US 

territories  
(4) The United States left the Caribbean to govern itself after the Spanish-American War  

 

18. Based on these two documents, what was one effect of US expansion in the 1890’s?  
(1) American imperialism became a topic of debate amongst US politicians  
(2) The United States established dominance over the Caribbean and gained recognition as a world 

power  
(3) American participation in the Spanish-American War did not change American foreign policy  
(4) American influence in the Caribbean led to American influence in Asia  
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Base your answers to questions 19 - 22 on the two excerpts  below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 

 . . The ever-growing complexity of modern life, with its 
train of evermore perplexing and difficult problems, is a 
challenge to our individual characters and to our 
devotion to our ideals. The resourcefulness of America 
when challenged has never failed. Success is not gained 
by leaning upon government to solve all the problems 
before us. That way leads to enervation [lessening] of 
will and destruction of character. Victory over this 
depression and over our other difficulties will be won by 
the resolution of our people to fight their own battles in 
their own communities, by stimulating their ingenuity to 
solve their own problems, by taking new courage to be 
masters of their own destiny in the struggle of life. . . .  

— President Herbert Hoover, February 12, 1931  

. . . I am prepared under my constitutional duty to 
recommend the measures that a stricken Nation in the 
midst of a stricken world may require. These 
measures, or such other measures as the Congress 
may build out of its experience and wisdom, I shall 
seek, within my constitutional authority, to bring to 
speedy adoption. . . . 

 — President Franklin D. Roosevelt, March 4, 1933  

 
19. In the excerpts above, both Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt are referring to 

(1) World War I 
(2) World War II 
(3) Great Depression  
(4) Civil War  

 
20. The ideas debated in these two excerpts were immediately followed by the  

(1) New Deal programs  
(2) Reconstruction Amendments  
(3) Gilded age economic reforms  
(4) Ratification of the Treaty of Versailles  

 
21. These two excerpts illustrate a difference in opinion between the two speakers over  

(1) Granting subsidies to big business  
(2) Promoting free trade policies in the Western Hemisphere  
(3) Regulating supply and demand  
(4) Expanding the federal government's role in the economy  

 
 

22. President Roosevelt’s speech represents a turning point in history because  
(1) It marks the beginning of government regulating the economy 
(2) He replaced Hoover as president in 1929  
(3) It led to amending the Constitution 
(4) It sparked American involvement in World War II 
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Base your answers to questions 23  and 24 on the public notice below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 
Source: Western Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri-St. Louis (adapted) 

 
 
 

23. The instructions referred to in this public notice resulted in the 
(1) deportation of most Japanese aliens to Japan 
(2) protection of the homes and property of Japanese Americans 
(3) removal of Japanese Americans to internment camps 
(4) drafting of all young Japanese American men into the United States military 

 
24. Who was the intended audience of this public notice?  

(1) the Presidio of San Francisco 
(2) American residents of Japanese ethnicity 
(3) Japanese soldiers on American soil 
(4) civilians excluded during wartime 
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Base your answers to questions 25 and 26 on the documents below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 

Document 1:  
 

Source: Tim Kane, Heritage Foundation, 2006 (adapted) 

Document 2:  
 
… Within a year of the start of the 
international conflict in Korea, the 
number of people serving in America’s 
armed forces more than doubled to 
over 3.2 million; army divisions went 
from ten to eighteen; the Air Force 
went from fortytwo to seventy-two 
wing groups; and the Navy expanded its 
number of ships from 600 to over 
1,000. The pace of military build-up at 
this point exceeded that set by America 
when it first entered the Second World 
War. The bureaucracy of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) also 
mushroomed. In 1949 the CIA’s Office 
of Policy Coordination had 302 
personnel in its offices. By 1952 it had 
about 6,000. CIA stations in foreign 
countries increased from seven in 1951 
to forty-seven in early 1953.… 
 
Source: Steven Hugh Lee, The Korean 
War, Pearson Education Limited, 2001 
(adapted) 

 
 
 

25. Based on this graph (Document 1) one can infer that  
(1) The United States won the Korean War in 2005  
(2) American troops in South Korea were reduced after 1953 
(3) The United States won the Korean War in 1960 
(4) South Korea was lost to communism in 1960  

 

 

26. Which of the following claims is best supported by documents A and B?  
(1) The Korean war did not impact the size of the American military  
(2) The Korean War caused an expansion of American military forces  
(3) The Korean War caused a reduction in the size of American military forces  
(4) The Korean War forced World War II veterans to go back into service  
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Base your answers to questions 27 and 28 on the passage below and your knowledge of social studies.  

 
 

…On June 28, 1969, undercover police officers raided the Stonewall Inn around 1:15 a.m…. The police 

frequently raided LGBTQ bars for illegally selling alcoholic drinks to "homosexuals."....  Customers resisted the 

police by refusing to show identification or go into a bathroom so that a police officer could verify their sex. As 

police officers began making arrests, the remaining customers gathered outside instead of dispersing as they 

had in the past.  They cheered when friends emerged from the bar under police escort, and they shouted "Gay 

Power!" and "We Want Freedom!... 

Source: President Obama, Proclamation establishing the Stonewall National Monument June 24, 2016 

 

 

 

27. The actions by the Stonewall bar patrons described above were significant because 
(1) instead of reacting passively as they had in the past, they resisted and protested their treatment 
(2) their actions resulted in arrest by the police and mistreatment by the courts  
(3) they were all members of the LGBTQ community  
(4) they reacted to the raid by organizing a boycott 

 
 
 

28. Which statement  best describes the effect of the actions described above?  
(1) LGBTQ Americans stopped going to bars as frequently as they had in the past 
(2) within a decade, LGBTQ people could legally marry one another 
(3) the next day the Stonewall Inn was declared a National Monument 
(4) they sparked the movement for LGBTQ rights 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


